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that he must be permanent president of the War
Committee. Mr. Lloyd George had therefore to
burn his boats, and on the Tuesday announced his
resignation. Mr. Asquith now took a step which
seemed to be amply justified, but which in truth was
fatal to his fortunes. He himself tendered his
resignation. Counting on the support of the bulk of
the Liberal and Unionist parties, he argued that- it
would be impossible for his malcontent colleague
to form a Government. Fate seemed to have
delivered Mr. Lloyd George into his hands. The
King sent for Mr. Bonar Law, who, after taking a
day and a night to think over it, declared himself
unable to construct an administration, and advised
His Majesty to summon Mr. Lloyd George. Mr.
Lloyd George was accordingly sent for, and on the
evening of 7th December kissed hands as Prime
Minister.

A Government was formed. Thanks to the
patriotic adherents of Mr. Balfour, who accepted
the Foreign Office, the rest of the Unionist statesmen
were brought in. Mr. Lloyd George's first task was
to appoint a War Cabinet. He called to it Lord
Milner and Mr. Arthur Henderson as Ministers with-
out portfolios ; Lord Curzon, the new President of
the Council; and Mr. Bonar Law, the new Chancellor
of the Exchequer; while he himself acted as its
chairman. This body of five was entrusted with all
matters pertaining to the conduct of the war. Sir
Edward Carson became First Lord of the Admiralty,
and Lord Derby Secretary for War. All the Liberal
Cabinet Ministers followed the late Prime Minister
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